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* Gentlemen, 
"OU have Requeſted the Publi- 


cation of this Diſcourſe, and 
You are. obey d; which is the 
X cuſe 1 can make for ubliſh- | 
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JOSH, XXIV. 14. 


Now ther fear the Lord, and ſerve bin in 
10  Sincerity ond in Trath b— ot 


La Hen Jeb, @ God's 88 400 
Appointment, had Conducted the 


through d Us Ws divided Jordan, into the 
Promis'd Land, and fettled them in the quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it: He was extremely deſirous to fix them 
in the True Religion, to root out Profaneneſs and 
Immorality, which are the neceſſary Conſequences of 
War; and to Eſtabliſh them in the Pure Worſhip of 
the True God, who had ſo wonderfully brought + they 
out of the Land of Egypt, and given them an undi- 


Chlldrenof! Iſrael through a great many 
Dangers and Difficulties; and at laſt 


{turb'd Settlement in the good Land of Canaan. And 


now being old, and finding the time of his Diſſoluti- 
on drawing near, he thought he could not leave them 
A more ſubRantial and endearing Legacy, than an 


of 5 | B 2 car 


! wo — 
An Aflise-Sermon, 


earneſt Exhortation to Godly Sircerity ; that might 


have a Happy Influence upon their Lives after his 


Death, that might make them True and Conſtant 


to their Religion, and prevent their falling into the Ido- 
latry of the Nations that were round about them. 
Whereupon in tlie preceding Chapter, he calls a ge- 
neral Aſſembly of all Iſrael, of the Elders and Heads 
and Judges, and Officers of the ſeveral Tribes; and, 
with a great force of Rhetorick, and Conviction of 
Argument, diſplays the ſtupendous Works of God in 
their perfect Beauty, and preſents the Divine Attri- 
butes to their view in the moſt dazling Glory that 


Mortality can bear. He repreſents to them the many 
weighty Confiderations and engaging Advantages of 
continuing Firm and Steady in their Religion; tells 


them what God had already done for them, and 
What more he would do; that he had driven out 
for their ſakes, Great Nations and Strong; Tha 20 

man had been e f before them; and that for 
the time to come, th ould C/ Tou- 
and, and Two put Ten "Thouſand to flight: In 


pr OO ſhould Chaſe 4 Tou- N 


= . 


ſhort, that he Would Viſibiy Efpouſe their Cauſe, | 
and evidently Fight their Battles; but on the other 
fide, if they baſely forſook their Great Benefactor, 
and Treacherouſly Apoſtatiz'd from his Covenant; 
he wou'd then put an end to their Conqueſts, and in- 

5 ſtead of Honour and Succeſs, nothing but Shame and 
Deſtruction wou'd attend them; the very Land, that 
flowed with Milk aud Honey, wou'd but lead them into 

Temptation, and nothing wou'd deliver them from 
All the little Contemptible Nations round about, 
wou'd be Szares in their ways, Scourges in their Sides, 

an burn imm Pree Ir  rone nnn 
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Thus he Kairly ſets before them the Reward: of 
their Obedience, and the Puniſhment of their Tranſ- . 
greſſion: He allures them with the Bleſing from 
Mount Gericim and leſt that ſhou d prove ineffeQa], 
he terriſſes them with the Corſe from Mount Ebal. 
And to ſhew the great Weight and Importance of his 
Religious Deſign, and how truly Solicitous he was 
for their Happineſs and Proſperity, he Summons the 
fame Auguſt Aſſembly together a ſecond time; and 
gives them a ſhort, bot comprehenſive. Hiſtory, of 
the Wonderful Goodneſs of God to them. and their 
Fathers, from the Days of Abraham, down to the 
time, when God had given them the Privilege of 4 
Land, for which they never laboured, to dwell in Cities 
eee ts and od true brug go oriad 
And now, having ſufficiently: inform'd their Judg- 
ments, we find him attracting their Wills, and enga- 
ging their Affections, with all the Charming Elo- - 
- quence of an Orator, the Exemplary Courage ot a Ge- 
neral, and the Obliging Civility of a Courtier, in- 
order to make them as ſtedfaſt in their Faith, and as re- 
ſolute in God's Service, as he, im the Verſe immediately 
following my Text, declares himſelf to be, 4s: for me. 
and 8 e, we will Serve the Lord. 
Whereupon he infers the Duty, of Fearing the. 
Lord, not from the uſual Topick of- his Power and 
Juſtice, but even from the gentle Attribute of, his 


* 


” 
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Mercy with thee, therefore ſhalt thou be Feared. v. 4. 
NOW therefore, does not ſo much denote the Par- 
ticularity of Time, as the Greatneſs gf the Obligation, 
they lay under to Graticutte and Obedience. NOW 


| therefore. carries a mighty Weight, and a Peculiar 


* 


Emphaſis, = 


A 


Mercy, according to that of the Pſalmiſt, - There u pri. i124. 


ail cAſſikesSer mon Add" * * 


two 
Echphvſs) and proper properly.refers to the: ered oing Enu- 
meration ot God's Wonderful! Works, and the remar- 
kable © Taterpoſitions' of this! Indulgent Providence. 
From the Serious Conlideraribn of all h ich, Joſhus, 
3h" my Text, very Wikely-and:r! Pathetically inculeates 
a Reverentiat Aweof 1555 Mmigtuy, a fincere Obe- 
Giete and r proper effects of God's 
Power, Juſtice; and Goodneſs, the Natural Product 
8 of Filial Fear and Divine Love. 
Nom therefore Fear the W 2 forve him i in 8 incerit 
adn Truth 12 hor) 1 THe: | 
What Joſhua obſerw'd concerning; this Children of 
Iſrael, has been equally true, with Relation to God's 
Church and People, in all times and in all Places; vis. 
That they have been the Peculiar Care of God's Pro- 
vidence, and that he has always interpos'd Remar-. 
 kably, and even mee ne n Deſonce and 7 
Preſervation.” - ED } 
From the Words therefore, * a particular Re- 4 
lation to o the mags I _ rake. Samay to con- — 
1. Ey Why God: 125 * duch extraordi. | 
nary Oceurrences, ſuch -aftoniſhing Events, in the 
Diſpenſations of his Providence, that we cannot but 
take Notice of them. 
II. Secondly, What is the Reaſonable Conſequence 3 
of ſuch Notice, and rag N Effet it ON to 
have upon our Religion. | 4 
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"A 


* Firſt, chen, let us center e God Ib = 
. ſuch extraordinary Occurrences, ſuch aſto- 
_ Events in the Vac nouns of his Pro- 

| 850 Vvidlence, | 


Dee a FAV N.TON. 4; 
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cn ill. 


vidente, [char we cannot” buy "ke Notice of 
them. ba 


10 Huf, T hey ad A Brainby 0 Proriehet we 
Naturally Love to be ſurpriz' d, and no parts of Know- 


— ledge ſo warmly affeck us, as thoſe Which ſeem at 
4 firſt, he-moſt improbable; where is ſomething in Dan 


„ we think it an Honour te Encounter, formething 


in Difficulties extremely Diverting, and that which 


gives the greateſt . Beauty, to any Science or an 


75 
Work, is chat, Whieh is moſt a Parodox in it. The 
daihy Shining of the Sun, the grateful Deſtent of 


ref-eſhing Showers, the yearly Inereaſe of che Earth. 


and ſuchfike ordinary! Occurronees, though really o Ei 


dertul in themſelves," We feldom admire; becauſerh 


e 
are Common: But when their Order is Inverted, 0 


theivi Courfe?ftapht {1 when the "Sun ſtapds ſtil, "as 
it dichat the Comm/and of' Joſhua, or goes back, 48 it 


did for 2 ſig nov Hezekiah's' Recovery; es ' Wikien God g 
for confiterble time with-holds the Rains, as in the 
Days of Elijal; or ſends a Famine upon the Land, 8 


as heretofore upon S.; the Rerity and Stran 


nels of the Gccustenee makes us regard the Operatf⸗ 
on of his hands. And therefore God has appointed ſuch 
Remarkable Prominencies in his Providence, as Com- 


mand our Attention, and poverfully extort our Ob- 
ſervation. 


Thus has fe generally led I, Church throk oh 


gh there can be b | 
doubt but that he might have led them in a direck 


cock and uneven Paths, thon 


Line; after this wonderful manner did he all along 


deal wich the Jewiſh Chureh, raiſing the promiſed 
a bar- 


Seed out of the Loyns of an old Man, And 


ren Woman; whoſe: Deſcendants were" to be Heirs. 


. "NA and the Bleſſings of God. But were firſt ; 
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to be preſerved from Famine in a ſt range Land, by 
one of themſelves, who was wiſh'd and thought 
dead. From that Famine they were miraculouſly 
preſerved; but preſer ved only to be Slaves: From Sla- 
very, by the mighty Hand of God they were deli. 
ver d; hut deliver'd into danger, being preſently 
encompaſs'd with a Raging Sea on one Hand, and 
a more Raging Enemy on the other. The Sea, by 
which they expected to be deſt roy d, prov'd to them 
a miraculous Security; and made way for them to 
go through. But then, that way only ſed them into a 
Melancholy Deſert, a Howling ridge where 
Forty Years they remain'd wonderful Inſtauces, both 
of the Patience and Protection of God: Till at 


length they arriv'd at the ſame, place from whence. | 


they far our, Canaan, the promis'd Lot of their In- 
heritance, Now-why. ſo many Mazes and Intrica- 
ies? Why ſo many Turnings and Windings in Pi- 


| vine ;Þ rovidence, to bring a People back to that | 
Land where, they were before peaceably ſettled? | 


44 


Why, but to make the Scheme of Providence ſur- | 
prizing, and to add a Grace to every Event, by the | 
WnexpeRedoelspt Rf) bien bk e 
OD ae em ig nt Nea ies. 
i + 2.. Secondly,” Theſe extraordinary Events are a De- 
-monſtration of God's PoW er. 
I There are various. Exents which are ſo unaccounta | 
ble by us, as to the Cauſes from Which, and the Me- 
thods by Which they ate brought to paſs, and yet ſo 
exactly anſwer the Characters of God's Attributes, and 


* £ 
r 
| 4 *%3 & 5 


7 
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the Deſerts of Men's Actions, that we muſt diſcern 


tte Hand of God in them. There are ſome things 
that ſo forcibly over. rule the General courſe of Na- 


dure, and even the Wills of. Men, that we muſt own | 


"Preach 2 at. TAU TON 


Tee to be the Wok only of an Allmighty. 5 
Some things, though in 2 not Miracles, that 
is, Suſpenſions of, or Repugnancies to, the Laws of Na- 
ture, yet t through the ynaccountable Method of their 
being brought to paſs, and the ſtrange Concurrence 

of unexpected Powers to produce them, appeat᷑ at 
leaſt to us Miraculous; and therefore lead us direMtv 
to acknowledge an Over- ruling Power, which muſt 
account for them: And indeed whem things are ſo, 

e need no profound Reaſonings, no long Deductiens 
to — us to this Concluſion; for we ſeem toon it, 
even as it were by Inſtinct, eſpecially if we are near. 
ly concern'd in theſe =o Occurrences. Thus for 
Inſtance, (if I may inſtance from a Real Miracle) the 
Blind Man in the Goſpel, took the Cure that was 

| wrought upon him by our Bleſſed: Saviour, as an in- 

düiſputable Evidence of God's working in and by him; 

den ſays he, to the Unbelieving Phariſees, is * 

Marvelloas thing, that ye know not whence he i, and yet 

he hath opened mine Eyes: Eſteeming it as great a'Mira- 

cle, as that which had been wrought in himſeif (for 
it was 4 Mar vellaus thing) that they cou'd doubt ſo 
ſtrange an Effect was produc d by tlie Power of Gd. 

Nos as this is true of Real Miracles, ſo it is alſo of WE 

thoſe Mighty Turns of Providence which a 5 

Wonderful and Miraculous to us, and which Ar- 
rally make us look out for a Superiour Cauſe, that 


may anſwer for the eee e of 
* Event. 4 
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Thir, 40 Thee ; exraodinary Brents manifeſt | 5 
Cache Juſtice. I 


\ Reaſon. and Dye ring fifficiently prove Jo oe, * 
to be eee ale of the Divine Nature, 


and 
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and therefore when God ats, e dôes, and muſt act 
juſtly; we may alſo from the ſame Principle infer, that 
God governs the World, and exerciſes an-ATtual 
Providence over it; but alas“ Mere 8 80 | 
lazy Principle, and works but faintly on duf groſs Ap. 
prehenſions and ſenſual Appetites. We are apt to 
fancy God's Judgments at a diſtance, and think that 
though he will one time or other do Juſtice, yet the | 
Execution is far off; and then we think it ſufficient, | 
in anſwer to ſuch diſtant Hopes and Fears, to reſolve 
on Obedience hereafter, ' Future Expectations ſeem 
to call only far Future Obedience, but when God 
makes his Arm bare, and his Bow quite Naked; when 
we fee him actually ftrike a Sinner, when we ſee a 
juſt puuiſhment creep after a ſecret Villain, and ſeize 
him unawares 3+ this becomes à ſenfible Argument, 
awakening our ſtupid Apprehenſions, and working 
ſtrongly on our powerful, that is, our ſenſual 
Faculties; this ſhews God actually in the Execution 
af a ſuſt Government, that Juſtice is begun, and con- 
ſequently is productive of Acthal Obedience. For | 


sculation is a 


tis ſuffers not a Sinner, to lull himſelf afſeep wit 
Vain Hopes and little Pretences, but makes him ſtart 
like the Terrible Alarm of a Midnight Storm, and | 
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4. Fearthly,: Theſe extr nary * Events declare 
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1 God's Goodneſs, _ 


Patience, Gentleneſs, and Forbearance are in- 


deed the peculiar Characters, that diſtinguiſh this 
from the other Attributes, and 'tis not without ſome 
Difficulty and ReluQance, that God makes uſe of | 
harſh and ſevere Methods. But thougli our Natures 


are | 
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are extremely averſe to all manner of „ ye 
ſometimes it may be Good for us to be Afflicted; an 
Severity may prove the greateſt Act of Kindneſs. 
However the Goodneſs of God moſt. Illuſtriouſſy ap- 
pears in the ſcaſonable Preſervation of a Periſhing 
Church and State, in the wonderful Protection of the 
Righteous, and in ls them warning to flee from 15 
the Wrath to come. When God, by an extraordinary 
Providence, ſaves a ſinking Church from Ruine, it 
teſtifies a great Concern for Mankind, in preſerving 
to them What is ſo much for their Intereſt, as the 
Chriſtian Religion. Nay, this is a Mercy even to 
the Wicked, as being a likely Means to bring them 
to Confideration, and a Juſt Value for that Religion, 
which they perceive to be ſo peculiarly | the Care of 
Heaven. We find by the ſad Experience of the Hea- 
then World, how deplorable a Condition of Wicked- 
neſs and Barbarity Mankind is apt to fall into, when- 
ever *trs depriv*d of the Light of the Goſpel. Good 
Diſpoſitions are corrupted, at leaſt are unimproved, 
and Wicked Men grow worſe and worſe; but while 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſtill ſhines bright upon a 
Nation, and God, with his own hand, removes thoſe 
Clouds which wou'd Eclipſe his Light; not only the 
thing done, but the manner of doing it, beeomes an 
Ineſtimable Bleſſing. O that Men would therefore praiſe 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and declare the Wonders that 
be doh for the Children of Men! Which that we may 
effectually do, let us in the next Place, © 


II. Secondly, Conſider the Reaſonable Conſequence 

of our taking Notice of the Remarkable Events of 
God's Providence, and what good Effect it ought to 
have upon out — namely, to make us Fear 
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— 1 7 erve him in Sjncerity and in. Trath. "And 
13 T tbiak 1 cannot do better than conſider the ſe- 
veral Particulars of my Text apart. | 


761 


5 e then, It is the indiſpenſable D of is al, 
upon ſuch Notice, to Fear the Lord. 


$18. 7 


2 ge Secondly, To ſerve bim in . Aud, 


3. Thirdly, In Trath. 
1. Firf, It is in the indifpcatable Duty oft us al op. 


- on ſuch Notice, to Fear the Lord. 


Fear is the Natural and proper Effect of God's Pow. 


er and Juſtice, conſiſting in an awſul Averſion to ol. 
fend him, foraſmuch as He will not excuſe, and can 
moſt ſeverely puniſh all Offenders, | 


And the'Reaſonableneſs of it will manifeſtly aj appear 


by conſidering that God has planted in us a common 
Ambition to be Wiſe, and has. iven us this Paſſion 
of Fear, on purpoſe to make us ſo: To teach us to a- 
void Sin, which is the moſt egregious Folly, and to 
make us ſenſible of God's Diſpleaſure, which is the 


greateſt of all Evils. For which reaſon Fear is plac'd in 


our Souls, to giveus warning of approaching Dangers, 


and to prevent the Misfortune of a-Surprize. ., Not to 
terrifie us with falſe Alarms, and make us afraid, where 


no Pear is; but to repreſent things in their exact Di· 


menſions and true Colours, to put us upon our Guard, 


and in à good Poſture of Defence, that we may either ö 
vigorouſſy oppoſe the Evils when they come, or wiſe- 
ly avoid them by a Timely and an Honourable Re- 
treat: That we may neither be confounded by the 
fantaſtick Terrours of Superſtition, nor be ſtupefied 
and made inſenſible by a groundleſs Preſum lg it 
is certain both mere Extremes are great Folie Mb and | 
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Preda T L N TON. — 
that our c may be clear enough to err Fn 
we muſt endeavour to poſſeſs our Hearts witli that 
Fear of the Lord, which Joſbua here. preſeribes, and 
which the concurrent Teſtimony of Job, the Pjaimift 
and Solomon himſelf calls Wiſdom; which is but an- 
other word: for Religion, the great End and Deſigu of 
which is, to bring us to a holy Awe, and that Awe 
is to deter us from Sin; For ſhall the Lion roar, aud the cf. 1 Th 
Children not Tremble ? Shall a 4 Trumpet be blown in the v. ww. _ 
City, and 55 Pe rope not be afraid? In ſhort, miraculous Amos 3.5 
Occurrences an ſtrange.” Judgments. plain inly demon- 
ſtrate the impoſſibility of eſcaping the All- ſeeing Eye, 
and the Almighty Hand of God; and ſhould . 
A Nes us to revere © his Providence, to as not to rv 


= 1 with 8 "The Prefrrine of a 9 — 
=, though a Man like our ſelves; is apt to ſtrike Terrour 
3 06, While awe. hve under a ſupine Contempt of 
= > 2h Majeſt a before whom the wiſer Angels fall Pro- 
ſtrate and Tremble. There is not inderd any thing, 
which, if duly conſidered, ſhowd make Aesper Impref- 
ſions upon us, than a * of our being obſerv*d by 
the Tremendous Majeſty of Heaven: Could we but 
(like Gebari) have our Eyes clear'd from their Natu- 
ral Dimneſs, and enligbned to behold Spiritual Ob-. 
jects; Could we behold the innumerable Hoſts of mi- 
niſtring Angels upon the Mountains incamping round! 
about us, and God their great King in the midſt of 
chem; Could we behold the watchful Eye of PfOVi-- 
_ -: dence e open upon our Actions, This * 
tainly, 
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| with oben u have to-do. We f 4 
* Darkneſs wou'd cover our fecret Trains of Miſchief, 


tainly d amp us into p Holy Awe, and abate the tri- 
fling Wa ntonneſs of our Spirits; we Theuld be ſerious 
and compos'd, and act carefully whilſt the Great 
Judge of the whole Earth ſtood by to obſerve us; We 
ſhould then expect that the Conſequences pf oor AQi- 
ons wotild be fuch as they really deſerw'd to be. We 
ſnould not dare to venture on a baſe Action, upon the 
hopes of its being conceaPd or diſguis'd, but ſhould 


ſtudy 40 walk honeſtly as in the day, as in the ſight of ß 
one who is to us inſtead of all the World; knowing 


that all things are nuted and open to the cyer of Him, 
'have tu do. We ſhould" not hope that 


knowing that Darkneſs and Light to him are both alike. 

This would teach us not to do good Actions for baſe 
Ends; no, nor baſe Actions for good Ends, but to 
approve both our Actions and our Ends to him 

that judgeth uprightly, ''' Nay, tho' even the 41k 
of God totter, and ſeem juſt ready to fall, yet 


muſt we not offer to ſupport it with unhallow'd Hands, 
bur truſt it to his Providence to hom it belongs. Hae 
ve na due ſenſe of an All- ſeeing Providence continual- 


ly. watching over us, we ſhould” #bhor: to do wick- 


cdly underf the Colour of a Religious Zeal, or conſe - 


crats:our-Villany with the ſpecious Pretence of doing 
| God or our Country Service. Wherefore, though 
there Was an Exceſs of Aggravated Malice and Devi- 


Hun Craelty in every Circumſtance of that Hbrrid and 


more execrable, and (if I may ſo ſpeak) unpardonable, 
than that they ſhould all the while deſign this for the 
lake of Religion. Where is God's Providence! where 
is Zeal for his Honour and His Truth, if he has leſt 
them to be ſupported by fuch''Ungoc „ 
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nable Practices! They who enter upoꝶ füch Aocuried””! 
Actions for the Cauſe of God, whatever ſenſe in o- 
ther Reſpects they may have of Religion, yet cer- 
tainly they cannot be ſaid to Revere God's Provj-** 
dEfice ; "whoſe remarkable Judgmehts ate put before 
out Eyes, on purpoſe to make us Serious and Conſi- 
derate; and God himſelf declares this to be the Na- 
tural Effect and Deſign of thoſe Puniſhments upon No- 


rorious Tranſgreſſours, 4 People ſhall Hear, and Fear, 
2. Secondly, As Fear is the genuine Effect of God's 
Power and Juſtice, ſo Love and Obedience, are the 
reaſonable Conſequences of his Goodneſs, and lay 
a particular Obligation upon us to ſerve Him 


, as my 
Text preſcribes, in Sincertty and in Trat. 


is our Father, He calls for our Honour; as he is our 
Maker, He calls for our Worſhip. It is He that hath 
made us, and not we our ſelves: with good Reaſon 
therefore, fays the Pfalmiſt, O go your way into 
bi Gates with Thankſgiving and into bis Courts with 
Praiſe, And indeed, conſidering our mighty Obliga- 
tions, as Well as the wonderful Satis faction that con- 
ſtantly attends the Performance of Religious Duties; 
How can we do leſs than frequently preſent our ſelves 
e barge gh God, Father of all Mercies! 
How can we, who are his unworthy Servants, for- 
bear giving Him our moſt Humble and Hearty 
banks, for all His Goodneſs and Loving-kindneſs to 
us and to all Men! How can we do otherwiſe than 
fall down and Worſhip him for our Creation, Preſer. 
vation, und all the Bleſſing of this Life! And this Re- 


— 


properly ſpeaking, the Service of God. And this 
N oe 7 


As He is our Maſter, He calls for our Fear; as He 
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_ ligious Acknowledgement, this Holy Worſhip is, 
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neceſſary Tribute of Devotion is what all Mankind 


this of Sincerit). Whicli 
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have Unanimoully conſented to pay to Him, in Re- 


turn for the many Benefits and Bleſſings he has vouch- 
e ee ets 


r. : f 283 17 * TE 
Hut in order to make, our Devotion regular, and 


< 4 
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our Worſhip, complete, Szxcerity and Truth muſt go 
8 to ether. 50 rt 2 Lane wat. elmo! at | 


The Word in the 


Original ry Which at large * gai⸗ : 


fies Perfection, is here tranflated Sincersty. So when 
David is ſaid to have walked before God with a Perfect 
| Heart, it is meant that he ferv'd him in Szacerity, 


And chis ſufficiently evinces the. Propricty of our 


Tranſlation, as well as the Neceſſity of a hearty 

Practice and unfeigned Behaviour: Without which 
we are not fit for common... Converſation: here upon 
Earth, much lels are we qualifid tor the Company 

of the - Bleſſed. Spirits made Perfect in Heaven. 

Wbereupon, in oppoſition to any Falſe or Idolatrous 


Worſhip, we are commandedto ſerve God aright, and 

do him Juſtice, aceording to the Sepruagint, op RE. 
Al g 8, geln, ſome tranſlate it . Simplicity, others 
 Singleneſs of Heart. But though the various Inter-. 
1 differ in the Word,. They all agree in the | 


+ 


Thing; and there is no one Word in our Language, 


which ſo fully comprizes, and fo fignificantly | ex- 


preſſes the true Senſe of the, ſeveral Readings, as 


ligion, and, the neceſſary Qualification which muſt | 


= 


| render our Obedience acceptable to God, and avai- | 


lable ro our Salvation; it highly concerns ustoknow 


__ wharit is. Sincerity therefore is a true and un- 
diſſembled Service of God, and à pure, uncorrupt 
and vam Tocenrion.of 0 . If we con. 
fider Sincerity as to its Truth and Undiſſembledneſs, 
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Tis a a plain, Jownright agen Dealing; . . cob 
ſtant; open Profeſſion, directiy contrary to Hypocri. 
ſie, pi . is a word that has its Denomination from 
Attin ky Art, and, Perſonating. a CharaQ hs which 
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1 "of Obeying God when in Reality We 
gratifie our PT He therefore, iy Properly | 
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have his Intent ons anſwerable to bis eclarations, 5 5 f 
and all hig Practices Aprecable to his P Fences e900 * ; 
| 10 wth [+; 155 855 al Hejoice in t, 7 J* many. 1 jr 
| "Confetthee, at in Sim; 470% 4. A fencericy he | 
had 72 Corvertation in the Vote. bre 5 0 9 
If we. con ider Sigcerity as to its DAE ane 1 , | 
Corruptneſs, it is ſet in 2 direct ta” | 
5 Mash 14 Aly; 5 er | 
Tying: aſide 1% . all I 
 «Envies and Evil ie, ak; ew: 1 
Henker Milk T the Word, that is, 75 * Ba. i | 
_-Arine in its Purity aod Perfection; Tee. from the i 
Ceremonial Mixtures of the e Jeme, and ij] 
F 175 pure Gnoſtiehs, And 
; therefore to Rd: the Lord ip Sinzer1ty according. 10 
ay an Imparrigl, Obedience 
bg His. ake, and uſe our utmoſt 
Without Mixing there - 
T tion of, ſerviog Sin, or Si- 
L nike LS Bene any By-gng/qr, Temporal 
18 as 1 es ky 319601 A 15 1 95705 { Intereſt 
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K Leih, "Tis or tary” th e God in 1 TY | 
; 15 ip of 12 1 Very RN in Our: Purſuit 128 
ö Go af Ret, Tr uth, an cels rh on I 
10 0 ar deal 'of. Joy and Stig ion, ſo a e x 
30 18 of Ignorance and Error, is always attended witb 
Shame 1 And if Truth be valuable in 
4 ny chi as Lf HA evety, Fhing) it mylt certainly 
be ſo in ch ters 0 f Religion, ;; For if in ga; Opinions 
of, Or Applications to the, i 


[ vine Majeſt V, we ſuffer 
our Telves to be deluded by Error, and Carried away 


with Wrong N 68 5. we do, l 1 os to our 


ſelbes at tea deform, and Fon om 
a We Adore. wb 0 ade to bẽ Worſbip Fern 72 
Spirit Trash, and there fore the t HY INS or 


rather Encouragement, t at. 15 ſhewn by us to the Ir. | 
Fee and N 90 8 5 * is | 
i de 


ne of, ruth. 3 
EE rophet W ot ths 


Tom he! * us ts ch 4k 5 5 1 5 


15 beg r ines; th they malt 


en * u en av ur ave. our Judg- 
© ments rightl Not e e 0 


Guides and Rules of dür \Aions. But though Truth be 


ſtron and enerally | 1 eakin, ilk pr v 15.3 t oughit | 
| frong, nd erent 80 90 any de, det irre. 


bleible Force, that we cannot he'p — acing ere 
we | 


s: well as to make em the | 
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vs ara unhappily . ſalleti into thoſe latter days, whereof 
the Holy dpirit of God expreſſy tells us, That Perilous 2 Tim. z. 
; Times | all come, wherein Men, (being Proud, Un hanks- 4 3» 47 55 


fal, Unholy, without Natural Affection, Trace: Breakers, 
Falſe, Ateuſens, Incnntinent, Flerca, Peſpiſeri of thoſe 


: 


has re; Guod. Traitonts, Head, High minded, Lovers 


of. Pleaſures: more than Lovers of God; having-a, Forin 
of Godin, but-dejing the Power thee) fool Ret 
ASS} v6.95 0; eookik LoGatd 931.07 Rout, 
i That this Prophecy of St. Paul is bow literally ful- 
Alb,, ond may be apt toi think, from ſome prevarica. . 
7. fame falſe Hy pocritical Dealings in 
Matters ot Religion, which the Mea of our Times 
are moſt Notoriouſſy guilty of, that are a downright 
DOontradiction to Sinceriy and Truth, a manifeſt Diſ- 
bout to gur Kingdom, and an indelible Reproach 
tothe] Reformation | And if ſome that art the 
greateſt Pretenders o Reformation are the Per- 
ſons rhat are moſt guilty in this Reſpect, the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel, (whoſe particular Buſineſs it 
is to inculcate Sincerity and Truth) muſt not forbear 
2 eee Vices, Which they haue but little 
zopes to Reform. And whilſt they are recommend- 
ing to others: the Fear of God, they muſt not them- 
_ elves he afraid of Man. 
. Firſt then, Jo our ſhame we muſt: Acknow- 
ledges, there is a Factious Turbulent fort of Men 
cCerept in, eameagſt us, Who neither Fear Gad nor 
_ wil of Dignities, ho pride themſelves in the Formi- 
dable Name of LꝝOIiON; and, if they are diſoblig'd, 
ftthreaten in the words of the Prophet, t0 lay waſt Fen- 
ced Cities into ruinous Heaps, and think that the Inha- 
bitants of the Land will now be diſmayed and Confoun- 
„ „ 
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never continue ſteady to any Honourable Principles, 
nbr True 
ufünlhylattended irh this Flying Squadrofl; here In. 
tereſt is the ward; and right vr.-wrong the V Will. pur. 
ſue it, openly, and in the Face, of the 4 In this. 

ve cannot but own they are bunctually I rue, and 

Indeed it ais che only thing xhiren: they: dhe aß 


Diſſinullation, Rebellio 


are of fuch «fickley* \ wavering, deſultory 
tat (like the Demudniac in the Goſpel, whole Diabo- 
lical CharaRteriſtick they value themſelves fo much 
u a ) no Fetters can e no Chainp: can hold; no 


* 4 70 I 


ned, With wth "ally Boat 65 hel Millions: i But d we 
know: their Power, we know their Abode, their Going 
out, and their Chis g in, as well an their. Rage againſf us. 

Þ other People will kndw them 
o. They are Men that can be of any Religion, and 


"= therefore generally of hat which is moſt in 
Faſhion:? They are fer Levelling their Superiours and 
| keeping others low, whit they themſelves are [til 
aſpiring to the higheſt Places, {till ſeeking to Advance 
themſelves to thè very Pinfadle of Prefetment; here. 
being into wieated with Ambition, and gi iddy wich he h 


unufual height, heir Headsrun ound, and they are 


as reſtleſs and unfix'd as ever. They are ſo Way 
| State-Weathercocks' that are in the Power of ever 10 


Btdath, and are turn d about with every Wind, a 


Point.“ Theptevailing! Party is 


zurage or Sinceruy , Godlinéſs d che plautile hre ! 
cence, and Candle Ge nice ee but Pride 


a Hypocriſic, 3 and Flattery, Lying and 


nd Cruelty are incheir Ha. 
bitat ions; and the Way of ruth and Charity, Righ- 


teoùſneſs ant Conſtancy have they not Known. They = 
Tempers, 


s can e chen Nang 
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ex our Jera/alenZ7 be in Peace, and rhey! Proſper. that 
Love Her, if the Church and State, (whole; Intereſts 
are ſb inſeparably United, that they muſt ſtand and 
{alt together) are in a Happy Flouriſmiog Condition 
aud thꝭre is as little Room as Rea ſon for any Diftur- | 
baficeyTthen wwe ate Fare to fade their Company; 
Then Salvation is to be had in our Church; Then 
they ate ready to Report that Chriſt is with us of a Truth: 
But if Antimonarchical Principles prevail, and Trea - 
_ cheraukTatitudimatians rend the Church; if ravening 
Wolves in Sheep's Clothing ſeparate the Flock: ff 
falſe Prophets ariſe, and one of them ſay, Lo here is 
Chriſt in the Deſarti; theſe ſtragling Sheep are Preſent- 
ly wandring thither. Theſe broken Reeds (being 
ſhaken wit every Wind of Doctrine, and carried to 
and frowwith every popular ;laſt) piercing the Hands = 
of thuſe who lean uponthem; imimidate Authority with 
their Numerbus Piviſions, and Threaten the Govern- 
ment wirh their Factious Field- Meetings. Or if an- 
bother ſay, Lo lte id there, in the ſecret: Ghambers of the 
| Separate) Cungreguſ ions thither the: giddy Mulkitude 
immediatelyufeparrs, and having paid3hgit:Devorion 
to every Selb; tha Abandon 1 ir Intereſt Again, up - 
on Octaſion,] as gafily as before: they eſpous' d. it. Ia 
the Morning they are of one Religion, in the Aſterr 
noon of anotber, tb Morrow of a third, tilat lengg 
en be of no RE _ at all; Eee <- * 
inevitable] ConſeqiRnce-of thus ſuperficially Provine - 
all things muſt be ti Hold Faſt nothidg; Fe th Cary 4 
This ſhuffling Temporizing Behaviour, this Hypo: . 
critical Diſingenuous Dealing, this Playing Faſt, ang 
Looſe\ wick Religion, this Phariſaical Frimming bee. 
tween the Church and the Chnventicle,. muſt he a 
ſcandal to all good Chriſtians, and a Stumbliag- block 
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to the 2E Hearhens: However, I am ſure *tis: Dia- 
metrically oppoſite to that Purity of Worſhip, and 
| Simerity of Devotion, which is recommended to us 
by Joſhua here in my:Tom, isa Feint of Advan- 
ol towards Heaven, but in re lity tis only hou/ to 
Thrſve upon Barth? n: pretending to 2: more than 
ordinary Fear of the Lord, and ſerving him in Truth, 
and with a Perfect Heart, Whereas in Truth it is only 
ſerving rhemſelves all the While z 5tis a Sacrifice with. 
ont any Heart at all, nch has always been oats . 
Ominous is well us Wangturabeg c a e, 
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4 a "common amongſt us, is'what may properly be calbd 
FE = 1 © Diſhmularion © When Mens: Hearts and judgments 
are right, when they know and ſove the Truth, and 
yet; through Fear, or want of Spirit and Reſolution, 3 
dare not Profeſs wirli their *Mourhs, what they 3 
HF eve in their Hearts. Of this we have two Inſtan. 
= es in the Great Apoſtle of the Circumciſion. The 
e Firſt 4 in the Denial Of his Maſter ; the Second i in his : 
Vnreaſnable' ompkance with fome Judaizing Diſ- 
 ciples! There cam be no deubt from St. Perer's Be. 
haviour, both before and aſter his Denial, that he was 
throt bly fatisfed;; of our Saviour 's being the Meſias, |} 
Ad the Son of Gbd and yet uchen he came to be A 
thargd with dane his his! Niſelple, he cou'd not be 
TFrevaipd' upon ſo much as ce 2 that he len, UB 
_ the Min. Add chere can be as litthe dbubr, but that 
he was convinced of the Noa · Obligation of the Jewiſh I 
Iaw eto Chriſtians, and accordingly before fome I} 
8 miſtaken Brethren came down from Jeruſalem to 
Antigch, he Convers'd. freely and did eat With the 
Getilesz * hen thoſe: Miſtaken” — were 
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And he was 25 caſonably detegdeg, as he Was in loc. 
bereit withſtood; for Ml the Fewiſh Converts 
Wo tr his Example, immediately {crupledto have 
any Familiarity with the Gentile-Chriſtians, and Bar- 
as alſo was: carried. away. with their Diſimulation. 
When 5 open Profeſſion therefore is requir'd, Con- 
cealment is Treachery; and Our Bleſſed Saviour will 
own none, who are Aſham'd of Him, in the midſt 
Mm a Crogked and Perverſe Generation. „ 
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Lord; and wow'd to God all thoſe that have heen 
guilty y, either of the one, or the other, wou'd like- - 
E R him, in the Sigceriry, of. his | Repen-- 
tance ! But 
Thirdly, Tete are ft amo us, Wh, havin 
„ of God before 124 8 any 93 54 
E their Hearts, coldly pretend to be Members of 
the Church, and yet at the ſame time warmly. pro- 
mote the Intereſt of the Conventicle, , Who on the 
Lord's Bay go With us, to the Houſe, of God as Friends 
(though indeed their indecent Behaviour there, gives - 
us Juſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& them) and all the Week 
after Aﬀociate and fide with thoſe Who, if they had 
Power Anfwerable to their Wills, wou'd Infallibly 
Fat the Houſe of God down, and lay Her Honour in 
the ne" And 5 coyer this their Grols ds: tf pe 
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fie, with the F aſhionableCloak of Mon ERATION, — 
is a very good Word, but now among the Common 
Sort of People, it is brou ht to ſigniſie a very bad 
Thing. 978. 2 Careleſsne „ Lukewarmneſs, and In- 
difference in! eliglon; which ] Js: IO. far from. being. a 
. et yh : Virtue, that | eprima Sit in the Laodiceans as 
ts 2 deteſtable Vice, and becauſe they were nit her Cola 
ner. 3.16, 5 Hot, Threatens in the Revelations 10 Te them 
And " this. being W 51 Cold 100 4 18 ow ; 
Happy emper 0 291 imate; Al ee 
KH ing. + Aly in the Compdlit 1t10n, fp 1 151 the 
af mpliſhment. of ;our Rehn' en 
1 TT as 75% 0 lignifics's 2 ee . our 
Paſſions, a, Reſtraint of our aher Oba and a Regu- 
lation of our Actions, when their Object is not 
ready fix d and gere un d; it is an Excellent thing, 
and undoubted hy a Virtue. But as it ſignifies. a Rea. 
a or Diſpoſition, to make or admit of Alterati- 


ons in Religion, (in which Senſe it is now Vulgarly | 


9 underſtood). tis. nothing but Noiſe, Impertinence, 
Popularity and Cant; unleſs it can te pech d, (what | 
yet has never been, and I dare fay never Will be) 
12 that the Preſent Conſtitutien is ee Hi 1 
We meet With the Word” M 
Phil 1 in all che En g liſh Bible, bet” Joar Toderation be known 
7 5 unto "all Men, And there. it 18 not underſtood; for 


in the Original 1t 15 Emtencs,. Which properly f onifies | 
Patience under Suffetiggs, or Prudence and Temper, 8 
_ Gentlenels 'a nd, NY es Under 'Perſecuti u. But 

of late it 1 104 jn irekt Oppoſition, 1 to. Zeal, by 
ſome People, Whoſe Moderation is fo well known. to 
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1. 10 God, 1 rad 2 2 4 e ba gc N s 
Tis very ſurprizing, that in 2 Nation; where: Mien 
enjoy the clear 2985 of the / Goſpel: ( which: re- 
eeommends no Virtue: mort than tiiat of Sincerity 
and. —_— of! Heart, in oppoſition co all-Diſguiſe 
and | Double Dealing) ſuch a Dereſtable: iſie, as 
that of OccronatiiConrorurdy, ſhould dare toap- i 
-Pear-/in; Publick: Which, howeyer twas invented, * 
dann by all the nice Miſtinctions of tie Jeſuits be 
defended i is an Affrancite God, and an Offence 
ton lgoadoMen/; Mean Brafion of che Laus, and 
a Ridiquling of the Government; tis: a Re- 
pugnance to -all Reajon, and à Scandal to all Re- 
ligion 1 tis an in Principles, and a Con- 
ma rm % om 02 bimoad es 
and yet this is now a. days ſo Common 4 Practice, 
that we muſti ber guilty of as great Baſeneſs and Th- 
| Snootity as thoſe Perſons''T: am hour T Treating of, 
—— in Silence. 20 Has 090162 df. 
The Dumb Son, that had been 
re, oo not forbear ſpeaking, 
—— e ſawa Dagger 
aiin?d5at bis Fathers Breuſt. Z Ahd fall they NH 
are —.— — j opens Mother BE 
tray t ptetended Friends, 
but Mortal Enemies; and ar the Ame time tamely 
bieden andÞAcyaiclcey or: ett i worſe; with - | 
"nogratefnl; Blars":j6ya wh be C ators? 
N e : n hbretofebe ibcH˙⁵Tud u ſcvere Re- 
primand for an ummastral Heatheniſh Son; but how 
chere area great many ſuch Sous whoſe Flagrant 
6 1 "oth not ate be W 
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any Reprimand at all. Thus the AbomidablePa. 
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Arms -isreatiy*to: recetvelall Mankind: aud with a 
La en Chari, ; which! ſhe leam'd from Him, for- 
& cher moſſ 113 Enemies and Prayg for 
verp:!Marderer nd if ſomie others had but the 


Jeff TidChureof This Chariryg Were it poſhble/thsy 
ſhdur'd make ſunh Cahſeleſs Separation in the Church 


asthey do?! Ifothey had any Senſe of Shame, or Spatł 
of ingenury, awoud they offer to do that for a Place, 
_-whibby if itwerr agi they-onght not to do, though 
-thtteby:they/Wwere! ſure to painithe whole World? 
Won e eee than for che Pade 
and Unity bf the Church? That Church which God 
has Purchas d to him ſelf, by the Precious Death of 
His Deat San? Whd, galt 44 the Tragichl Scene of 
his Sufßerings began) vel the ride Command 
Imaginable to his Diſciples to Love one Another? Our 
Bleſſed Lotd kneuigharchedhityoof:Bilichers wou'd = 
be he beſt Means of Convincing the World, that 
Het was tlie don of God; and that the Diviſions and 
_  Animiokciesf his-Diſcifilds-woutdcig1altprobatility 15 
bring his Divine: Miſon-19:Quiaſtion;;And driiftrate = 
_ 'rher:GoratOEnd ef His roming i the World; and 
therefor, 1 in that Admirable Prayer of his, in the 177 
_ 2of) Safe ws fund Him thus Applying Himſelf to 
His. Heavenly Father w little beforeohe lad down his 
Lie ion us e — e through V. 11. 
 thitre m Nit hoſe: niht bi hut agi Mat 
9 $- be One as we are. Neither Pray I for theſe alone, 
but for then ale whith ſhall lud cl me, through thy 
F all maayibe:Oncg ai thou, Father, Art in 
webe, and:Lirsithee;,-chut they alſo maybe; One in n That LY 
te Mail men hedienti rhas 2 120900 . 
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tefs;;who-have all along us d- their Beſt Endeavours, 
to be led into the way of Truth, and are yet ſo Un. 
happily Miſtaken, as really to think it a Sin, to Com- 
mbunicate with us; They indeed have — * 
Hucuſe ſor their Separation, their invintible 
france is Pitiableß and their Unfdrtunate Err 
_donable; and it is certainly for their Intereſt, chat 
Occaſional Conformity ſhou'd be ſpeedily Preventec. 
5 1 ————— Wich his 
___ *Tornkation, and the 1 ſecure of Her 
_Effabliſhment; and conſequent will be no 
Fears or Jealouſies on either fide! but all Heats and 
'Animoſities- will be Abated, "all: Noiſe and Cla- 
mours ſilenc d and Perfect Peace and Union, _ 
hang! al Probability be Eſtabliſi d ainongſtis.” | 
O rodtonh ane 010. Þ0t ile ire pier 
Lend therefore: 2th che Opinion dfod known 
+ Diffenter, that the Bill againſt Ootaſional Con- 
„ formi does not cobcern [thioſs:whs Diſſenr dem 
the Chutchz upon real Principles vf2Conſrience. 
f am State- Diſſenters, or Pulitick. Piſſenters, ae 
_ '6:creptili/amongftchem; any tlint can Comform and 
ill not; they gleſſte to be diftinguifhd-from 
be them, Alledging that all the Parliaments,” that 
Lever were, or will be, can never ſuppreſs any 
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But What if cheſe State Diſſenters ſhou' d, aſter 
ah, be ſo verymuch out in their Politichs, 28 bo ſell 

thbemſelves; and: Proftitate their Religion for 
 nought : ?."W hat „ * eit own. 
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10 = 0 44 be made Tools of, to carry on tbe 
ns and Villainous Inttigues of the 
FSocrni The Papifa; the Br, And tbeifts s; 
ys when Time; that: never: flatters, 2 breaks Away. 
the Miſts of Ignorance and Error from before their 
Eyes, and they pläinly fes themſelves Diſappoin- 
+ted of their 3 Hopes; with what Regret 
and indignation will they Condemn their own 
' Folly and Indiſcretion! With what Horrour ang 
Confuſion will they look back upon the Schiſms 
and Factions, the _ Scandals and Offences, the Di- 
viſtong aul Pilwhagien Which Tha ha oaths 
in Fusch State . 
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5 from the Beginning it was not 8 Mate it was but * 
little while ago that Occasion AL Cox rom had 
2 Beginning, and I may Preſume to ſay, without 

being Inſpired, it cannot be long before it will 
22 an end; ſince we have ſo Glorious an Exam- 
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1 to Sinciriey and Truth than Now. Nos there. 
fore Frar or ee and erg Him in and 15 
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. Which God of His Infinite Mercy, Grant we 
may All do, for the ſake of Jesus 
CnxIS 7; to whom with the Father, nt 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, 
' Mig bt, Majeſty, Pomir an Domi ion. 
wy 5. pt for Fe AMEN. 
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